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Executive Summary  
 

Found throughout this document you will get a little snapshot of our year.  It has been a hard year for 

many, but in different ways.  Much of our plans we could not do, but we did make pivots and learn some 

new things.  

This year we found ourselves scattered and looked to different ways to connect.  In spite of all this you 

will see ministry kept happening because it is not centered on the building, but upon Jesus and his 

people.   

As you read you will see quotes scattered throughout the document from people’s experiences in our 

community this year.  In a year of unknown we provided connection points for people in new ways.   

This would not have happened unless volunteers stepped up to serve one another.    This is going to 

become even more important that people rise up in the years ahead to serve others.   

As you will see in the financial report, we end the year in the positive. This is the result of a number of 

factors.  One is stewardship of the budget; you will remember we made adjustments at the beginning of 

2020 to a more sustainable staff model and budget. Second, our giving was higher than planned and we 

want to say thank you.  We offered new ways to give and people responded. We added new people to 

the church this year and new people partnered financially with us.  Praise the Lord.   Our cost was down 

in some areas but higher in others due to needs that came up.   

Moving forward and given the unknown of COVID we have created a conservative and sustainable 

budget for 2021. The Be in Christ Church of Canada put a freeze on wages and so we did not increase 

that in the budget.  We will see an increase in cost around the building, as cost did go up and we 

adjusted as best we could (for example we are paying for snow removal now); our ministry budgets 

stayed about the same.   

We moved ahead with some more building updates this year and everything is paid for.  Praise the Lord. 

One thing we learned in the midst of this year was the need for community.  As we move forward into 

2021 we need people to lead small groups, or huddles, and serve on our pastoral care team, kids 

ministry and other teams.  In what ways can you get involved? Community only works when we reach 

out to each other. Who this year can you form a huddle with and journey together? 

Thank you to the many volunteers who served in the background and foreground.  People who after 

working their day, still came and served so that others would benefit.  Thank you.   

Pastor Matthew  

 

 

 

 

 

“Even though we have not been able 

to meet together this year, it has 

been great to see all the different 

faces reading scripture during the 

service.  Thank you” 
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Annual General Meeting Agenda 
 

AGM February 14, 2021 Agenda 
 
 

1. Welcome and Opening Prayer (Helen) 

 
2. Instructions (Pastor Matthew) 

 

3. Approval of 2020 minutes (Helen) 
a. The Church Board moves that the minutes of the Sixth Line Church Annual General 

Meeting held February 2, 2020, be accepted 

 
2. Pastoral and Ministry Reports and Nomination Report (Helen and Pastor Matthew) 

1. The Church Board moves that the Pastoral, Ministry Reports, and Nomination 
Report be accepted.  
 

2. Presentation and Adoption of 2020 Financial Report (Melinda) 
 

3. Presentation of 2021 Financial Report (Melinda) 
1. Motion: The Church Board moves that the 2020 Financial Report and the 2021 

proposed budget be approved as presented. 

 
2. Adjournment and Closing Prayer.  
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Annual General Meeting 2020 Minutes 
 

2020 Annual General Meeting Minutes 

Feb 2, 2020 11:30 am 

1. Helen Inkpen, Church Board Chair, thanked everyone for staying for the meeting. Helen 

commented on how people are contributing to the church and on a day like today they are able 
to see all that has been done this year. Helen then opened in prayer to begin the meeting.  

 

 

1. MOVED BY:  Ellen Klink            SECONDED BY:  Muriel McPherson  

THAT the minutes of Stayner BIC Annual General Meeting held February 3, 2019 be approved. 
CARRIED  

Discussion: none 
 

 

1. MOVED BY:   Chris Inkpen         SECONDED BY: Nathan Westendorp 
THAT the Pastoral & Ministry reports found on pages 6 through 21, AND the Nominating Committee 

report on pages 22 through 23 be adopted.  
CARRIED  

Discussion:  Helen Inkpen gave the following update to Nominating Committee report:  
       – Missions committee – add Fulton Proud and waiting for one more  

                     - Usher – add Nathan Westendorp 

 

1. Helen talked about the many renovations that happened to the church in 2019 and how 
many people participated.  The renovations were overseen by Brian Taggart (& Gaynor) – much 

appreciation given for this leadership.   
Brian Taggart took a few moments and spoke regarding all the renovations that were done 
and how blessed he felt to have a good team of people to undertake this.   

The summary on the renovation project included: 
a. Front Lobby, Secretary’s Office, Youth Pastors’ Office, Library, new Coffee Area 

b. Scope of work included: Wall and doors painted, carpet, ceiling tiles, coat rack, accent walls, 
and many new pieces of furniture in all areas (donated and purchased) 
c. Montessori School moved out in the summer and this area was cleaned and painted (thank 

you Cindi Proud) 
 

 

1. Melinda Bodiam presented the 2019 Financial Report. 

Melinda thanked Ellen Klink for her support with the budget and went on to say how thankful 
she is that God has blessed our church in being able to make budget.  Fall timing outlook for 
2020 showed we were down in our income.   Since the fall, more income was brought in due to 

many one-time gifts as well as the various church committees being conservative in spending 
given the situation that was discussed with the church in the fall.   

      Melinda Bodiam presented highlights for the proposed Budget for 2020. 

MOVED BY:   Gaynor Taggart              SECONDED BY: Kevin Bodiam 
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THAT the 2019 financial report be accepted as presented.   

Discussion: None 

CARRIED 

 

MOVED BY:   Ryan Bodiam                     SECONDED BY:  Brian Taggart 
That the 2020 proposed budget be approved as presented. 
Discussion: Question from MaryEllen Hall about ‘OTHER’ line on Expenses for amount of 

$500 on page 24 of the budget.  Melinda explained that the purpose of this is to balance the 
budget to 0 balance.  Any expenses that the church incurs do not depreciate.  Nothing is 

capital – everything is expensed 

CARRIED 
 

1.  Helen Inkpen discussed how thankful the church board is for what everyone is doing in the 

church.  The floor was opened up to a Sharing Time for what happened in 2019.  The following 
people shared: 

Gaynor Taggart – discussed the renovation project and how well the team worked together and the 

amount of work that was accomplished 

Wade Kennedy – thanks everyone for support with ongoing work.  Appreciative of renovations and 
how much work was accomplished by a handful of people.  Would like to thank everyone on behalf 
of trustees for their support on activities. 

 Melinda Bodiam - was thankful for all support during the VBS week and felt it was an awesome 
week  

Janet Cubitt – Proud of all work that was done in renovation project and feels it will give us a boost 
to push ahead – many thanks to volunteers. 

Cindi Proud – blessed again with Moms and Tots.   God has provided faithful support to run this 

program (Fulton Proud, Norm & Ellen Klink , MaryEllen, Ron Monaghan) 

Shawna Courtney – appreciative and proud of church and Pastor Matthew for support provided 
when Brians’ cousin passed away 

Ryan Bodiam – thankful for keeping youth group going despite the changes in 2019.  Youth group 

was able to maintain attendance.  Thankful for people involved in the renovations. 

 

7.  In closing, Helen Inkpen thanked the congregation for their support of the Church Board. 

Move that 2020 AGM be adjourned 

MOVED BY:  Brian Taggart                 SECONDED BY: Cindi Proud. 

THAT the 2020 AGM for Stayner 6 th Line Church be adjourned. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:59 am. 

Attendance was 50 voting members present at the 2020 AGM. 

Pastor Matthew – Acknowledged that God is moving in our community and closed in prayer.   
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A light lunch and fellowship time followed in the gymnasium. 

 

 

 

Pastor Matthew  
 

As I write this at the end of December 2020, it has been 

a different year. For many, this past year the COVID 
storm has caused many to rethink life and 
priorities.  This is something we must in the months 

and years ahead continue to wrestle with as a church.   
 
This past year we had to pull back on a number of events, but it also allowed us to think of some new 

ones.  Even in this disruption, there is much to give thanks for and celebrate.   
 
Our mission is still the same.   We are a community of people who follow Jesus; Cultivating our faith in 
God; planting seeds of the gospel; loving and serving our neighbours.  
 
This year we saw the addition of two new staff members (Aaron and Grant) and I am very grateful for 
the work they put in over these months.  Our staff have had to adjust and be flexible and we went from 

videotaping in our homes to live streaming from the church building.  Thank you to those who donated 
to help get the new equipment that we need.  Thank you to Aaron, Amber, Desiree and the worship 
team for helping to record services and 

edit.  This is something to celebrate.     
 

 We saw our youth program gather 
online.  We saw some small groups try and 

meet online and do their best to stay 
connected.  We even ran a prayer group this 

year on line that people video or called into. 
We saw a group social distance meet in the 
warmer days on Monday mornings at the 

park.  This provided fellowship and 
community opportunity for us.   

 
 
This year as you will read in the children’s 

report we had some great experiences from 
a PA Day camp, backyard day camp, The 
great pumpkin patch and Christmas activities.  One of the goals of our Children’s team is not just about 

working with kids, but working to equip and support parents and grandparents to disciple their kids and 
families.   
 
In June, one of the new things we tried this year was the Front Porch Picnic organized by Katherine 
Blayney. This was to encourage families and people to get out on their front lawn or porch and eat from 

Re: Small Groups: “This is the support 

system I didn't know I needed. These 

women are raw and real with me and 

in return, I have never felt more seen 

or heard by a group. God is at work in 

us, both individually and collectively. 

It doesn't matter what the topic of 

study is; as long as I'm working at it 

with these women, I am growing in 

Christ.” 
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a distance together.  Thank you to your leadership in this area.  The awareness of the church was raised 

significantly in our community.  
 
During the shut down of the church building, we continued a few more renovations and completed 
painting, stage updates, rug replacement, and replacement of the pews to chairs.  We want to thank 
Brian and Gaynor, Wade, Kevin, and Ron, and few other hands I am sure I am missing.  This work could 

not have been done without your volunteer time.  Thank you.  
 
This year we also saw some new people connect with us.  Yes, even when we were just gathering online, 

God has given us the opportunity to help people find Jesus and community.  One of the great things the 
pastoral care team gets to do in the new year is to expand the list we have.  This is something to 

celebrate.  
 
As the year came to an end, we gave away 50 Christmas dinner boxes.  We also were able to serve some 

other families through the generosity of individuals in the church.   What a great church we have, that is 
willing to help.   

 
I want to thank Norm and Ellen who each Friday took some newsletters and other material around to 
people that did not receive them through email.  Thank you to those who stepped up to help in the 

spring to just call some people and check-in.    Thank you to all those who wrote letters and made phone 
calls to people behind the scenes.   
 
As we move ahead to 2021, I cannot predict the future.  What I do know is that we need to just take it 
one step at a time.  What I do know is that as in years past God’s people are going to need to step up 

and serve.  So let this be your calling, the church needs you. What would it look like for you to regularly 
gather with a few who then look for ways to serve their neighbourhoods or a group of people.   This year 
has reminded me once again of the need and power of smaller groups.  I look forward to journeying 

with you in 2021 and see where God leads us.  
 
Finally thank you to those who sent personal notes of encouragement over this past year. 
 

Believing God for big things in our small community  
 

Pastor Matthew Laker 
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Grant Cotton - Youth Ministry at Sixth Line Church 2020 
 
This year brought many difficulties and challenges that we had to 
face. We had to rethink the way we did youth group. Despite the 
challenges we were able to learn and grow together, both leaders 

and students.  
 
Some highlights from youth group this year was the Christmas 

Party we had, the small group discussion times and the splitting 
up of the juniors and seniors was good. The number of students 

we had out every week was also very encouraging, we had on 
average twenty to thirty youth out every week. 
 

Noah and Emily were baptized, and we had a lesson on baptism 
which the kids responded to very well, answering many of their 

questions about the topic. Another highlight was how the kids 
have been learning to find and read scripture.  
 

Some of the low points from this year besides having to deal with Covid and all of the rules and 
restrictions to follow, we had to deal with coming up with activities that complied with the new rules 
while trying to still have fun. We also had to try and get the youth engaged in the lessons that were 

sometimes long winded. From a personal point it took me a while to get acquainted with the youth and 
the leaders. 

 
Youth group could not have functioned without its leaders who stepped up to the plate and helped.  I am 

very thankful for my team. Thank you to Ryan, Desiree, Jordanna, Darrelyn and the advisor team: 

Nathan, Cindi, and Kerry.  We also added a new member to our team who will start in the new year.  

 
We are looking forward to what God has in store for the program in the new year. 

Grant Cotton. 

 

Aaron Roeper – Worship Ministry  
 
2020 has been a wild ride. One year ago, Ryan mentioned Sixth Line Church was looking for a part time 

Worship Director and recommended I consider it. I told him I didn’t think I would have time, but three 
weeks later he followed up and I agreed to check out the role or at least have the conversation. A full 

year later, I have been a part of 45 services at the time of writing this report, have coordinated a team of 
20+ volunteers, and have implemented a new recording/projections system for recording/livestreaming 
services. 

 
Due to the COVID Pandemic and associated lockdown/gathering restrictions, the way we had to run this 
ministry changed drastically. From the first weeks of recording in my bedroom on an iPad to starting to 

record weekly with teams of volunteers, to gradually expanding the teams and technology to the point 
where we are able to live stream today has been a huge learning experience. I want to thank all the 

volunteers in the worship ministry and tech team for enabling this ministry for the last 8 months. 
Without our excellent team of volunteers, we would never have been able to get to where we are.  
 



 

9 

 

My highlights for this year include the 3 

outdoor services we held and the 

Christmas eve service recorded. Further, every service since 

we have started to gather back in person has been a huge 
blessing to me. 
 

I want to specifically recognize the exceptional efforts of the 
following people: 
 

Amber Sheffer – Thank you for bringing your skills and 
equipment to upgrade our systems and drastically improve our recording qualities 

 
Desiree Pennells – Our rain and shine video editor that had to put up with late recordings, high stress, 
tech issues and did so with such grace and professionalism 

 
Chris and Helen Inkpen – The first two to agree to try recording a service and my guinea pigs for all sorts 

of recording setups 
 
Nathaniel Laker – The poor guy got stuck running projections for the outdoor services and we changed 

the systems each time! He had to deal with 3 new tech systems at the exact same time and did so 
without a single complaint or reservation 
 

I also want to give a shout out to Amanda, Jordana, Ryan, Stewart, Lynn, Dave, Troy, Jacob and Grant 
who all put in a lot of effort throughout the most difficult part of the year.  

 
To close, this year has been difficult but such a blessing. The growing pains we all endured to setup this 
system we are using now were frustrating and there are still some minor bugs to sort out, but we are 

ready to take on the future, whatever comes.  
 
 

Aaron Roeper 
 

 

I have appreciated very much Aaron’s 

leading in music, during this difficult 

time.  He has done a terrific job. 
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Family Ministry Report  

 
Well, 2020 did not turn out to be the year 
that any of us had anticipated, but we take 

comfort in the fact that God was not 
surprised and still gave us opportunities to 
minister to our children and their families. 

The Family Ministry Team had great 
intentions, we met early in the year and 

began to see a new vision as we prayed, 
dreamed and planned for the year ahead.  
Those plans barely began to take shape 

before the realities of Covid-19 hit with 
shutdowns and restrictions.  We were 

however able to have a successful full day camp for our church and community on the March 6th PA 

Day.  We had an overwhelming response and we served over 50 kids that day with an army of church 
family volunteers.  We were excited, we had found a need to fill and planned to serve families on future 

PA Days. 

In the Spring, our kids received a little 
activity package at their door.  The kids 

had an opportunity to share their 
activities over a Zoom call.  Everyone 
also had an opportunity to connect with 

their Sunday School teachers and catch 
up with their friends, “face to face”. 

Under Darrelyn’s leadership, the idea for 
a backyard camp came to fruition as an 
alternative to VBS.  We had two sites at 

the Mahoney’s and the Bodiam’s weekly 
for the month of August.  Our theme was 

Deep Sea Mission.  The kids learned to 
go deep in their relationships with Jesus 
and others.  The Gospel and the Great 

Commission were some of the major 
lessons of the month.  As a result of 
these camps, we noticed deeper 

relationships between kids in our own 
church family.  We reached capacity for both camps and had lots of games, crafts, teaching, food and 

silliness!  We praise God for the youth volunteers who worked tirelessly to help pull off this ministry 
while still following all the public health guidelines! 

“Both my boys attended camp at 

your facility. I would like to take this 

opportunity to say that they had a 

great time. Both boys, when I arrived 

for pickup where so excited about the 

day they had and eager to come 

back. I generally don’t hear much 

about what happens during a day 

anywhere with them. My oldest was 

very eager to tell me all the activities 

they had done that day. Thank you 

for running a wonderful camp, my 

children loved it. We cannot wait to 

be able to attend again.” 
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In October we hosted the Great Pumpkin Hunt!  This was a 

synchronized effort involving so many of our church family as 
hosts.  We had 15 families participate in an afternoon Car 

Rally/Pumpkin Hunt ending back at the church for hot chocolate, 
prizes and of course lots of candy!  Again, we were blessed by an 
army of volunteers with a special thank you to The Grace Girls 

small group who worked for weeks planning and prepping with us. 

At the time of writing this, we are preparing for our Family 
Christmas Eve Service.  Our hope is that we will be able to have a 

family-oriented afternoon service with a theme of A Birthday 
Party for Jesus.   

Plans are already beginning to take shape for 2021.  Some of our 
events from the challenges of 2020 may become annual church 
events!  Would you pray with us for the families of our church?  

Our mission is: To partner with families, encouraging and cheering 
them on to be disciples making disciples who know, love, serve 
and proclaim Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 

4 “Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your strength. 6 These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. 7 

Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them be a 
symbol on your forehead. 9 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

(Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Darrelyn Dobbin & Melinda Bodiam 

 

 

 

“Great job 

everyone. 

Only heard 

wonderful 

things about 

“The Great 

Pumpkin 

Hunt” day. 

Thank you 

everyone for 

being there 

for our 

children” 

Re: Small Group : “Being a part of a virtual small group and completing 

Bible studies through RightNow Media has had a huge impact on my 

spiritual life.  It was great having a way to gather virtually and watch a 

video together and then discuss and learn from it.  In a time when it’s easy 

to feel lonely and overwhelmed, this group has provided me fellowship, 

friendship, connection, and spiritual growth when it was desperately 

needed.” 
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Trustees Report January , 2021 
 

Greetings to the Church from the Board of Trustees  

Another year has passed and further areas of the Church maintained and enhanced. Ongoing 
maintenance items included furnace inspections and repairs, ongoing custodial cleaning, purging of old 

church building of non-used objects & 
various other items. Thank you to all 
for their efforts in these items and the 

many others not listed. 

 The Trustees continue to work 

through a list of one time and ongoing 
maintenance items. Facility is being 
maintained at the required level and 

future enhancements are being 
planned and budgeted. Fire alarms and 

emergency lighting were inspected and 
back up batteries replaced. Water 
treatment system maintained and UV system updated and bulb replacement as required. We did see 

wind damage to the west wall steel sheeting which we are looking at replacing the large sheet ( 1 piece ) 
due to the damage. This will occur late December or early 2021. 

 As the church renovation committee and Trustees completed the new carpet upgrades and 

room re-arrangement, we saw an unplanned water leak incident which required water clean up, 
dehumidification of newly added carpet areas and replacement of trim and wall touch ups. Once 

completed, Team continued to work together to enhance sanctuary through painting and wall accents.  

 But, as each of us know, Covid had struck and the church was left vacant for an extended period 
of time. This lack of use and a higher than normal, temperature and humidity summer condition, 

resulted in mold forming on old carpet in sanctuary. So for the safety of all, pews and carpet were 
removed and replaced, as well as, stage changes. This was a long term goal but Covid had other plans. 
Replacement chairs were ordered and recently came in for placement into sanctuary. Again, a much 

deserved thank you extended to the volunteers.  

 

“I love the new rug and chairs and stage, things feel updated, cozy and 

welcoming.” 

 

This highlights much of the activity but many others are not listed. Continued effort by everyone is 

critical in maintaining our fantastic facility. I thank everyone for their patience, ongoing support and 
assistance of the Trustees team. 
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The Trustees will continue to work with the Church board, to plan & budget the required enhancements 

and maintenance items for the Church. If anyone has a concern or idea for immediate or long term 
action, please talk to one of trustees or place a note in Trustees chair’s mailbox.  

 I welcome returning members and new members to the Board of Trustees team and look forward to 
working with each and everyone to accomplish the required tasks.  Much of our support comes from 
others within the congregation, not only the Trustees, and without the continued support, we would not 

be able to maintain such a facility. Thank you to all those that help. Anyone interested in supporting, 
please let me or a Trustee know of your availability. 

Please continue to pray for protection and sustaining of our building as areas of it age. Thank you for 

everyone’s patience in the timeliness of maintenance and upgrades of our church.  

In His Service, Respectfully  

Submitted 

Wade Kennedy, Board of Trustees 
Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pastoral Care Team Report 
 

This year we started off with great plans to organize the Easter Box Outreach, an August Corn 

Roast and dates for Communion. Then Covid 19 happened and we were not able to access food in 

March for the Easter Boxes. We were told by the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit not to meet 

indoors and we were limited to numbers in 

attendance outdoors. This meant plans were 

changed. 

God is good and His timing and plans 

are perfect. We were able to do a Christmas 

Box outreach. Thank you to all who have 

donated in various ways to the Benevolence 

Fund.  

 Throughout the year, we have been 

able to show Christ’s love to those in need of 

financial help via gift cards for groceries, school supplies, gas money, etc.. We have used the money 
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from last year 2019 Fall Festival Fundraiser to purchase the food for the Christmas boxes this year. We 

would also like to thank the ladies who baked loaves to put into the Christmas boxes, Terry and Ron 

Monaghan for organizing and purchasing the food, and everyone who put boxes together.  

 As a Pastoral Care team we have been challenged on how best to serve God’s people due to the 

physical meeting limitations Covid 19 has placed on us. We have tried very hard to be in contact with 

each and everyone via phone, text or mail. As I recently read Jeremiah 31, about God restoring His 

people, there is great comfort in knowing that God controls the future. He promised his people that He 

loved them (vs 3), they will plant again (vs 5), He will gather them together (vs 10) and that there is hope 

for their future (vs 17). I encourage you to read the whole chapter. So we will press on and trust God in 

all things. 

Blessings, 

Lynne Holt 

 

 

My friend drove me to your church today to pick up the turkey meal. Thanks so very 

much, this really really helps, and my hubby thanks you too. He is so tickled that 

you actually gave us a homemade zucchini loaf and a turkey dinner with all the 

fixings. We are both raised in totally religious backgrounds...he is reading the 

Gospel of John booklet you gave him. What a wonderful thing you have all done for 

the community.  We are so grateful to you all, you have made us feel very loved 

and blessed. And we want to wish your congregation a very safe, joyous and 

blessed holiday. Thanks so much, Ellie & Eddie PS. Your kindness has made us feel 

very loved and you have not just blessed our health with your donation of food but 

you have touched our hearts! 

Kitchen Committee Report 2020 
 

2020 certainly has been a quiet year for the Kitchen Committee, but I did want to report that, prior to 

being shut down in March, 2020, we did help Church Board with the luncheon following the AGM, and 
served a luncheon following Earl Richardson’s funeral.  
 

I have certainly missed the fellowship that occurs in the kitchen when we serve together.  Looking 
forward to the time when we can just get back to serving coffee & cookies before service. 
 

Thank you to those who were able to minister to the Ruppert family during their very difficult time this 
past fall, mourning the loss of John & of Nyah, the daughter of Art & Stephanie Davenport.  

 
I would like to say thank you, on behalf of the church family, to Alicia Savage who prepares meals for the 
freezer that are used to minister to those that need encouragement, help and comfort.  

 
Norm Klinck 
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Missions Committee Report 2020 
 

 
As with all other Committees, the Missions Committee has 
had a very uneventful year, thanks to the pandemic .  

However, we have continued to support David & Marleen 
Geiger, missionaries in the Middle East,  Bruce & Merly 
Bundy, missionaries in Spain,  Aaron & Danielle White, 

Directors of Collingwood Youth for Christ and the Stayner 
Clearview Food Bank on a monthly basis. 

 
We were fortunate to be able to have a Missions evening 
with Bruce & Merly Bundy on March 10th, just before shut 

down.  Merly prepared a Spanish dinner for us to enjoy & 
following dinner, shared of their work in Spain, telling how 
God has really been moving in Spain over the past few years. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted by  
Ellen Klinck, on behalf of the Missions Committee 
 

 
 

BIC Denominational Report to Local Congregations 
 

- 2020 Ministry Year - 
  
 “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power 

is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair” II Corinthians 4:7-8 

 

The activity of orienteering is the challenge to find your way 
through rough and unfamiliar territory to get to a destination. This is really what 2020 was 
about and what shaped our church life this past year. I am proud of the things God has helped 
us to do as a denominational family in spite of all the obstacles that confronted us. 

In early March, as the reality of Covid-19 took hold, our churches needed to suspend public 
gatherings for what we hoped might just be a few months. Since we are very much in the work 
of gathering people together, this represented a dramatic change of direction. Services were 
moved online and Zoom gatherings became an important tool for ministry. Overnight, our 
churches did a remarkable job of responding to new constraints, working creatively to minister 

to people. Our pastors rose to the challenge of caring for people while learning new skills for 
video production and communication. While at times this has been wearying, new 
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opportunities to be the church and reach out have emerged.  We have been amazed at how 
adaptive our communities of faith could be. I want to personally thank every leader and Pastor 
across all of our expressions for your efforts this past year. You have served so well!  

As a denomination, we have also worked to adapt to the new realities. Our AGM in early May 
became a virtual event and most of our training events moved online. Virtual seminars on 
things like Psychological First Aid were offered. Our Fall online LEAD Day for Pastors addressed 

the issue of Racism and how we respond to our Black, Indigenous and People of Colour as 
followers of Jesus. Our Pastoral Clusters continued online throughout the year and a few of 

these groups were able to meet in person as restrictions eased in the Summer. We suspended a 
number of initiatives like our FLOW internship program and New Pastors Orientation with 

hopes of resumption of these ministries in 2021. 

Our church camp - Camp Kahquah - was able to open for family camping but children’s camps 
and retreats all were suspended for the year. The camp was able to offer a discount to Pastors 
for the Summer as a way of helping to provide a much needed break. Thanks to the remarkable 
work of our camp Directors Ryan & Amy Terpstra, the Camp Board, and generous donors, we 
were able to operate the camp with a small surplus. This was remarkable given the fact that 
many camps incurred significant debt. We are grateful and look forward to the future when 
operations can be normalized. 

In spite of the pandemic restrictions, we continued to work in partnerships internationally 
through BIC Canada Global. We are able to fund our admin costs through our general budget 
enabling us to send 100% of donations that are given to projects. We are also grateful to be 
part of our wider Anabaptist family though Mennonite World Conference and MCC (Mennonite 
Central Committee). MCC turned 100 in 2020 and though some of the planned celebrations had 

to be adjusted, it was still wonderful to celebrate all that has been accomplished over a century 
of faithfulness. 

Church planting continues to be a strategic priority for us. In 2020 we worked at two new 
REUNION starts (Niagara and Kingston) and welcomed a new church in Colombia, South 

America that is affiliating with the REUNION Network. In the Fall, Matt Vincent and Dean Morris 
participated in the REUNION Run - a fundraiser for church planting. Our church planting is 
supported in part with giving from our General Budget and supplemented with support from 
our Growth Fund to allow us to do more. We continue to seek out and pursue new 
opportunities. 

We have continued to work to be good stewards of the resources you have entrusted to us. In 
March we closed our office because of Covid-19 and our staff continue to work from home. This 
has proven to be effective and we have made the decision to no longer maintain a physical 
office space which will result in considerable savings. The constraints of 2020 afforded us 
opportunity to refresh our website and digital platforms which is a great blessing moving 
forward. Giving to our shared fund was somewhat down, but we were able to reduce spending 
as well. We are grateful for your continued generosity which funds our BIC Canada staff and 
ministries. Audited financial statements are available upon request from our office.  

An important annual initiative that we sponsor as a denomination is our Advent devotional 
guide. This year we worked even harder to transform this into more of an Advent “experience” 

that our churches could use as a way to enhance their celebration of Christmas. The Advent 
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guide is also a tremendous way for us to get to know each other better across our church family 
and to facilitate our gifted writers. The feedback on this project has been extremely positive 
and we will continue to develop this important initiative going forward. 

Finally, near the end of 2020 our Board of Directors completed a year-long review of our 
strategic goals and leadership paradigm.  This process resulted in affirmation of the direction 
we were heading in and the offer for me to become Executive Director commencing January 1, 

2021. I am glad to have had the opportunity to work as Interim Director over the last 18 months 
and am glad to serve the church moving into the future. I thank the Board for their confidence, 

as well as Todd Lester and Matt Vincent for their support. Our staff team made up of Sheryl 
Clark, Melanie Wigg, Bobbi Vincent, Charmaine Stulp and Trevor Main work diligently on your 

behalf and are available to serve you in their respective areas of responsibility. 

With the prospect of vaccines to confront Covid-19 in 2021, we will see a return to some of the 
normal patterns of church life. This will, however, be a “new normal” as we discern what we 
have learned through this time and the changes it has ushered in. Through it all, God is faithful 
and the church is resilient. The future holds new opportunities. May God help us to embrace 
them. 

Every blessing in Christ, 

 

Charles Mashinter 
Executive Director - Be In Christ Church of Canada 
 

Cemetery Commission Report – 2020 
 

Opening Balance  $2,313.23   Bank charges  $           
Opening graves     1,808.00   Opening graves      1,243.00 
Public Trustee         152.07   Public Trustee          300.00 
Plots sold         800.00   Grass Cutting                       750.00 
Cornerstones sold        150.00   Cornerstones purchased     102.83 
Monuments set        339.00 
Interest                .30   Closing balance      3,166.77  
    $5,562.60         $5,562.60 
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Financial Report 
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2020 Income and Expense Report 
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2021 Proposed Budget 
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Nomination Report  
 

This year the Church board has decided to fill a few of the roles due to unknown for 2021.  As need arise 

for different ministry the church board will find people to fill those roles.  We are submitting names for 

roles that we have to vote on (Church board, BIC AGM Rep., Trustees) 

2021 means term complete as of AGM early 2022 

   

Position Name  Term  

Canadian Conference Delegates Chris & Helen Inkpen 2021 

Cemetery Commission Norm Klinck 
Ken Richardson 

2021 
2021 

Church Board Nathan Westendrop 

Alicia Savage  
Steward Holt 
Ellen Klinck 

Dianne Booker 
Helen Inkpen 

 
 
Senior pastor – ex officio 

Treasurer - ex officio 

2022 

2022 
2021 
2021 

2021 
2021 

Trustees Wade Kennedy (Chair) 
George McPherson 

 
____________ 

Kevin Bodiam 

2021 
2021 

 
2022 

2022 

Finance Committee Board Representative 
Treasurer  
(members at large) 

Terry Monaghan 
Rhona Thompson 

 
 
 
2021 
2021 
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Sixth Line Church Membership as of January 2021 
 

Avery Al  Lageer Karen Sheffer Carl 

Avery Wanda  Lageer Kevin Sheffer Dale 

Baker Kathleen  Laker Gariane Sheffer Les 

Barton Kristin  Laker Matthew Sheffer Lorraine 

Blayney Andrew  Mahoney Catherine Sheffer Olive 

Blayney Kathy  Mahoney Shaun Sheffer Rob 

Bloxam Barb  McPherson George Sheffer Velma 

Bodiam Kevin  McPherson Muriel Sheffer Walter 

Bodiam Melinda  Monaghan Ron Taggart Brian 

Bodiam Melissa  Monaghan Terry Anne Taggart Gaynor 

Bodiam Ryan  Proud Cindi Thompson Glenn 

Booker Craig  Proud Fulton Thompson Rhona 

Booker Dianne  Purdy Elsie Westendorp Amanda 

Cober Carolyn  Richardson Ken Westendorp Nathan 

Cober David  Richardson Mary Wyant Janet 

Cober Dean  Ridgeway Brittany Wyant Ron 

Cober June  Ridgeway Dave   

Cubitt Eldon  Ruppert Sandra   

Cubitt Janet  Savage Alicia   

Geiger Marleen  Savage Rick   

Hall Mary Ellen  Sheffer Angela   

Hawton Joyce  Sheffer Audrey   

Holt Lynne      

Holt Stewart      

Hunter Kristina      

Hunter Michael      

Inkpen Chris      

Inkpen Helen      

Kennedy Christy      

Kennedy Wade      

Klinck Ellen      

Klinck Norm      
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Sixth line Church inactive membership  
 

Almeida Fernando Mckee Audrey 

Atkinson Brian Mckee Bart 

Atkinson Brian Palmer Mark 

Baker Cindy Palmer Nari 

Baker James Proud Michele 

Baker Susan Proud Tyler 

Bourbonnais Alan Ruppert Bill 

Bourbonnais Kathy Ruppert Kathryn 

Devenport Art Sheffer Howard 

Devenport Stephanie Swalm Jeff 

Day Marion Swalm Larry 

Goodnough Christine Swalm Sara 

Hart Julia   

Harvey Jan   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  


